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~ARCADIS 
Infrastructure, environment, facilities 

Ms. Sharon Hanshue 
Supervisor 
MDNR 
Fisheries Division - Habitat Management Unit 
P.O. Box 30446 
Lansing, Ml 48909-7946 

Subject: 

Ownership of Plainwell No. 2 Dam 

Dear Ms. Hanshue: 

RECEIVED 
OCT 2 1 2008 

f ISM ERIES DIVISION 

As part of ongoing Supplemental Remedial Investigation work approved by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) under the February 2007 Administrative 

Settlement Agreement and Order on Consent (AOC), the Kalamazoo River Study 
Group (KRSG) has reviewed information as to the ownership of the Plainwell No. 2 
Dam structures and the adjacent properties. The Plainwell No. 2 Dam is located on 

the Kalamazoo River in the City of Plainwell, Allegan County. The dam consists of 

four separate structures-a wastegate structure, two diversion structures, and a 
headgate structure-all of which were constructed in 1856 by the Plainwell Water 
Power Company (see Figure 1, attached). 

The diversion structures directed water from the main stem of the river into a mill 

race/power canal that was once used to generate water power for a flour mill, the 
City of Plainwell, and several other businesses. The City of Plainwell is largely 
encircled by the mill race/power canal and the Kalamazoo River, and as a result is 

often referred to as the "Island City." Although the diversion structures are no longer 
subject to any routine maintenance, they continue to sustain the water level in the 
mill race/power canal and create the "island" effect for the City of Plainwell. 

Based on preliminary research performed by the KRSG, it appears that the 
wastegate structure of the Plainwell No. 2 Dam is owned by the City of Plainwell and 

the remaining three structures (i.e., headgate, left and right diversion structures) are 
owned by the State of Michigan. It appears that State of Michigan also owns land 

upstream of the Plainwell No. 2 Dam bounded by the 725 foot contour, as well as the 
mill race. The support for this assessment of current ownership is summarized 

below and attached to this letter. 
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ARCADIS 

Information Indicating Likely Ownership 

In 2006, Plainwell, Inc. (formerly known as the Plainwell Paper Company) transferred 
the "Old Plainwell Dam No. 2", which likely means the wastegate structure, to the 

City of Plainwell along with the former Plainwell Mill (Attachment A). The City 

currently appears to be functioning as the owner of the waste gate and associated 

property. 

In 1980, the Plainwell Paper Company conveyed to the State of Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) "all that land located in Section 32 and 33 

of Gun Plain Township, T1N, R11W, located below contour line 725" and "dam and 

race privileges on N Yi of SD Sec - Sec 32 T1 N R 11 W" (Attachment B ). The land 

referenced is where the remaining three structures (i.e., headgate, left diversion 

structure, and right diversion structure) are located (Figure 1 ). The general property 

information summary from the Allegan County Equalization Department 

(http://www.allegancounty.org/Government/EQ/PRDsearch.asp?pt=) for Parcel 08-

032-040-00, owned by the MDNR (provided in Attachment C), also mentions dam 

and race privileges. 

For the headgate and diversion structures, the adjacent non-State landowners do not 

appear to have any ownership of the structures themselves. Relevant general 

property information summaries from the Allegan County Equalization Department 

are provided in Attachment C. Indications concerning current ownership based on 

information from the Allegan County Equalization Department are listed below and 

are noted on Figure 1. 

• For the headgate, the left bank is owned by Chris and Patricia Finch (Parcel 

08-032-009-00) and the right bank is owned by the Plainwell School District 

(Parcel 08-032-007-00). 

• For the left diversion structure, the left bank is owned by the Plainwell School 

District (Parcel 08-032-007-00) and the right bank is owned by Bonnie and 

Dan Albertson (Parcel 08-032-001-00). 

• For the right diversion structure, the left bank is owned by Bonnie and Dan 

Albertson (Parcel 08-032-001-00) and the right bank is owned either by the 

MDNR (Parcel 08-032-040-00) or Diana Thompson Steele (Parcel 08-032-

005-10). 
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Summary 

Information presented above indicates that the Plainwell No. 2 Dam wastegate 

structure is likely owned by the City of Plainwell, and the State of Michigan appears 

to own the remaining three dam structures (i.e., headgate, left and right diversion 
structures), the mill race, and land upstream of the Plainwell No. 2 Dam bounded by 

the 725-foot elevation contour within Sections 32 and 33. 

The MDNR may wish to complete further research to confirm current ownership of 

the structures and land associated with the Plainwell No. 2 Dam. If the MDNR is 

aware of or obtains information regarding ownership of any of the four structures that 

is different from the indications presented here, we respectfully request that you (or 

another representative of the State) share that information with the KRSG. 

Sincerely, 

A~~~DI~ _L 
/~~ 
Michael J. Erickson, P.E. 
Associate Vice President 

Enclosures 

Copies: 

James Saric, USEPA Region 5 
Paul Bucholtz, MDEQ - Remediation & Redevelopment Division 
J. Michael Davis, Esq., Georgia-Pacific LLC 
Mellonie Fleming, Esq., Georgia-Pacific LLC 
Steven Cook, Esq., Millennium Holdings, LLC 
Bonnie Barnett, Esq., Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
David Guier, Millennium Holdings, LLC 
Suda Arakere, Millennium Holdings, LLC 
L. Chase Fortenberry, P.G., Georgia-Pacific LLC 
Mark Brown, Ph.D., Georgia-Pacific LLC 
Garry Griffith, Georgia-Pacific LLC 

G:ICOMMON\64524105 Correspondence\Plainwell No. 2 Dam Ownership Letter\104811717 _0wnership_Plainwell No 2 Dam_09-30.QB.docl 

Ms. Sharon Hanshue 

September 30, 2008 

Page: 

3/3 



J 
J 
1 
....! 

.., 
! 

--1 

J 
J 
J 
] 

] 

_] 

] 

J 
] 

JI 

fl 
I 

<.i 
..: 

. { .. ,. ·~ .. nun-CLAIM DEED 

; ! u -

THIS lNDEllTURl.;, made the _3_r_d __ day of December , 1980, between 

PLAI~'\.JELL FAPF.R CO., !NC., of the City of }~ainvell, County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, a corporation organized and existing under and by vlrtue of the laws 

of the State of Michigan, party of the first part, whose address is: 200 Allegan 

Street, Plainwell, Michigan 49080, and the STATE OF MICHIG~, P.O. Box 328, 

Lansing, Michigan 48909, party of the second part. 

\VITNESSETH, 

That the said party of the first part, as a gift to the party of the second 

part: for the benefit of the public, the receipt whereof is hereby confessed and 

acknowledged, has granted, bargained, reraised, released, aliened sod confirmed, 

and by these presents does grant, bargain, remise, alien and confirm unto the 

party of the second part, and to its successors and assigns, forever, all those 

certain pieces or parcels tif land situated in the Tor.mship of Gun Plain, County 

of Allegan, and State of Michigan, and described as follows, to-wi~: 

.._.~-, t\'-· 

: \\~ ... · .. ~ 

All that land located in Section 32 and 33 of Gun Plain Township, 
Tl.N. RllW, located below c11ntour line 725. 

Subject to flowage rights reserved to party·of the first part herein 
and the restriction rhat from and after the date of this conveyance 
party of the second part shall not undertake any act{s) or cause any 
act(s) co be undertaken which would in any way impede or interfere with 
flo~age rights reserved to party of the first part or other parties of 
record • 

The above bP.ing described for tax purposes as: 

UNDIVID,ED 4/5 OF THAT PT OF S 3340 IT OF SEC LYlNG BELOW CONTOUR 725 
ON mt RIGHT AND LEFT BANK OF THll KALAMAZOO RIVER ALSO THAT PT OF 
ISLANDS ON S 1/2 OP SEC AND lN SD RIVER LYING BB!.OW CONTOUR 725 AT..SO 
DAM AND RACE PRIVILEGES ON_ N 1/2 OF SD SEC - SEC 32 TlN RllW, 57.30 A. 

UNDIVIDED 4/5 OF TR.AT PT W 1/2 W 1/2 LYING BELOH CONTOUR 725 
5f.C JJ TlN, RllW. 1.50 A. 

Th1<: deed Rxe1npt from Hiehigan Real Estate Transfer Tax, pursuant to 
l-ISA §7 .li56(5) (.a). 

to11ether with all and singular hereditarnents and appurtenances thereunto belonging 

or in anywise appertaining; TO HAVE ANT> TO HOJ.D the said premises to the said 
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p~rty of the second part .and to its successors and assigns, to the soJ.e and 

onl? proper use, benefit and behoof of the said party of the se.::·~nd part, its 

successcrs 3nd assigns, POREVF.R. 

I~ WITNESS \.rrlEP.EOF', PLATNHF'.LL PAPER Cll,, INC., party of the first part, 

has caused these presents to be signed in its name hy its president, RICOARD 

H. OETRIC:K, and its vice-pr-esident, DONALD V. MARTIN, and sealed with its corp-

orate seal, the day and year first above written. 

Signeu, Sealed and Delivered by 
RICHARD W. DETRICK, in the presence of: 

! .~ .. · , .. l ••• J'(. -----

Carol Smith 

Signed, Sealed and Del:ivered l>y 
DONALD V. }!ART.IN, in the presence. of: 

/,· · I t! .'~f,,_---'."-1'.;...:.:...·'-· _/_.·) ____ _ 

Hary ;Strack 

'· 
Carol Smith 

. .. _._.~ -:J:~r\pr~te Seal J 

·. ·-.: · i' T .'""-· 
... S'f.:.\"rF.· cl!'-J!'(I!C!ONSI~ 

ss. 
c0t'N"T'{ .nt ~~fLWAUl<EE 

PLAINWELL PAPER CO., INC • 
a Michigan Corporation 

BY,~J~ 
DND. TIN 
Its Vice-President 

o.~ this .1 :_•I day of iJ_,~-<'~ ,.,.._2.&-t. , 1980, before me, a Notary Public, 
pec-sonally appeared RICHARJl W. DSTRIL'K and OO~'ALD V. MARTIN, who acknowledge them
selves r.o !>e th~ President and V.lce-President of Plainwell Paper Co., Inc., a 
'·fic!>igan Cilrporation, and that they, as the President And Vice-President of. sa1.d 
corporation, being autho1:ized to do so, executed the foregoing instrument for the 
purposes therein contained, by signing the name oi the corporation by themselves 
as its President and Vice-President by authority of its Board of Directors. 

PREPARED BY: 
E<l"'ard C. Bartl 
W!CKETT, l':R!CKSON, llAR'I"l. 
& HASLF.TT. P.C. 
l4l E. Brirlge Sc. 
Plainwell, MI 4qoao 
(616) 6/lS-SROJ. 
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